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Abstract 



PURPOSE:To shorten a time required for an autofocus by writing a picture signal at the time of a focus point of time 
while a photographing lens is unidirectionally moved, in a recording medium. CONSTITUTION:A photographing lens 
1 1 is moved from an extremely near position to an infinite distant position by the operation of a release 21 , and 
during that time, a CCD 13 outputs a photographed digital picture signal to both a signal processing circuit 15 and a 
control circuit 19. The circuit 15 transmits the signal to a contrast detecting circuit 17, and the circuit 17 successively 
detects the contrast of an object. And also, the circuit 19 allows the signal outputted by the circuit 15 to be recorded 
in an auxiliary memory 16 in the timing of inputting the detected signal of the circuit 17. Moreover, the circuit 19 
selects the signal of the maximum contrast among from the memory 16. and allows the signal to be recorded in a 
recording medium 18. Thus, the focus is matched at the lens position at the time of the detection of the maximum 
contrast of the object, so that the autofocus time can be shortened. 
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